8 / 21/76 


Mr. Jim McKinley 
7309 NW Maple Lane 
Kansas City. Mo. 64151 

Dear Jim, 

end 12th f ?^J! Pain ca32e toda ^ Because you say you are returning the 

end of the month I 12 respond there, as best I can respond. But if ay letter did not 

reach you before you left, your are indeed luck? to have so long a vacation,, 2 s ©e you 

say since early 3 une, so obviously have no'c read it and obviously didn't want to or 
someone told you ;you didn't want to. 

+he> .*5* ** h f ppa ^, t0 *** yow * y0VL started finking for helvy pelf? You know 

the letter was sent certified and you ask me "Do you want a reply st±ll?2 

,, Hear ^ 1 e f *** y° u sinc ® ^pkLs has always coincided with physical pain, When I worked 
^ ^ L 2 was never wxthout discomfort from the thrombosis, plural in all senses, 

ban there was a period of few discomforts and now, coinciding with your writing of 
Sf" note they returned, in different form promoting uneasiness as well as discomfort 
that combine to interfere with work and concentration. 

?® en ^® rru P ted 35 happens daily by the mail. I respond as best I can. 

?L 0W !f i i2 f drawers is eti11 end probably will always be a problem, so 
1 am not consulting that June letter. u "*“» 30 

+ho 1 T ^ Si ^ her nor in otter ways incapacitated by this condition, 

the results of *'hioh are permanent and irremedial - by 9»30 this Earning I had drafted 

fatal ^So ^ af * ltolt t0 "» * - l ^ if ^ Stially 

fSSh l he f i f! t tfcdng y° u shculd hnow is that I have taken the steps necessaryfor 
v. hers .0 carry it on in all aspects, from the formal establishing of the universe tv- 

bSSn aerse2l3nt te the Pursuit of any litigationl^s 
SSrfwf ^ stou. hearts and fine people, Jim L esa r, whc^you know, and 

Howard Roff/who^you do not know. Howard is completing law school. 

S'i-^ Si’S! 5 *° ■“» “* “ I0 “-’ 1 »»“ w “> 

tdih the first batch of copy I was sent it became apparent that if there was to be 
precision in detail and the avoidance of possible damage suits against Playboy, parti- 
culariy when you were too busy writing to be directly involved aS^Lth rSShST 
without detailed factual knowledge and influenced by trash writings, it was tetter for 
thf . COEf ©recces to be taped. At the outset I was also concerned about criticizing 
of another without his having knowledge of what I did point out. So, on^ 
8 ff?f St ^ 0n ’ Playboy agreed to tape all and make it available to you. I believe that at 
the beginning, particularly with the more pleasant and more genuine^ knsSSSSuff 
the researchers in unhidden distress, you were given the tapeTcr bird tSf I S? e L 

STTt Til "“if*"* *»«» ^ « «- to SS " 

^ ^ t ? J d0 * Believe it or not - I told them I'd prepare baakn 

stopping uapes that would not be accessible to them in time for story conferences would 

tet a S 1 t! ble f ? r y ° U lat ® r if you ^ “S' questions about my recommendatians. I have ay 
sat o£ tapes. I c. presume Playboy has its... ^ 

conneS-L^f^M w** °°! to tel1 is ^tirely unoriginal except for conjectures 
congenial to officialdom and I assume, saving no personal knowledge in accord withs 

doctrine laid down, by Playboy. There was overt plagiarism, not just use of the work o? 
outers. rfi tB me in the JK stuff this was very hurtful to Post Mortem, which was printed 
while I was hospitalized, t was more hurtful beSauae as a result of the thrombosis t* 
was not able to promote the book, the most costly one I've ever puMiSd!l2^eLa 
were promised. The promises were not kept.I complained to Gonzales, wteS f£st 

thinf th8 J ^ ^ beSn ***”* ^ their counsel that there is no sucf 

thing as plagiaxasm. ¥e then had a phone conversation, which I also taped so you would 

be able to know and thus know that nothing was being done behind your back, in which we 

1 “ T 3 a TTL t, T th0re WUld ^ no «*» uniuthorized^use of 

thatif any more were desired I would be asked and where I felt it not adverse to% interests 



- P ! r ^ SSion without C03t * Bu ^ 1 was specific that none of the King work of 
which 1 had had to inform you in confidence was to be used and I have Gonzales' assurance 
on this.ne wrote me that he and his found my offer of solution quite reasonable, entirely 
acceptable and as I recall very fair-minded and fair to Playboy© 

Then he tried to extend this in writing to cover King prior to the delivery of the 
copy. I replied immediately denying this rights and forbidding the use. You are" entitled 

Bpecia l\ £dded ^a 30313 for thisS SI was engaged in several nego- 
tia y Yy g ^poten sially very valuable uses. I am sure I was specific enough on this. 

mmm&es, anil not he alone, were later to drain, the complete collapse of their inters 
nal communication and not only with the mail receipts for which x have. 

n . l he * thfire «fs that weekend call from you. I did not tape that because there was no 
need to for your information and I never expected the trick you were un to. You put all 
^ problems m Plsyboy 311(1 aaid that before Monday you would mail me a' xerox 

iiS i ! tbea St00d 30 we could aUainmte any such problems in advance. 

While I did not tape it, because she liked you as you may recall 1*1 was on the extension. 

. °“ neVer d t ds ^ nd 516 this or any other draft. Later I received it from Playboy and ' 
unless they completely rewrote it in no time flat you had done precisely what ^ and 
tney both assured me you would not do* 

t «, ^ at ? artiC ^ ar researcher was a partisan. Son said there was nothing he could do. 
j. coula not get through to Gonzales — and X did try, repeatedly. 

1 native personalty of the researcher on that *$e and her preconceptions 

1 did what I then regarded as the minimum with her. I then wrote a letter reminding thea 

I*?* 1x1 faCt y ° U 311(1 they had done and that without assurances 
they would remove all to which I objected and they had agreed not to use X would go to 

1 not receive these assurances promptly I did consult counsel 
publishing. ^ e toid me that while injections in such cases are not always 
looted on with iavcr by the courts, in this case, with the records and evidence I had/ 

ZLTIJ thS Cha I 26S ?* success in obtaining an injunction were goad. He even made recom- 
mendations aoout jurisdiction. I was prepared to do this when I heard from house counsel, 
as I recall the name, Leonard Sabin. Probably twice, bote certainly taped as I would have 

Tail Z ntere3t lf I 2 d + th ° USht ° f that ^ ^ in all cases where your interest was involved 
I did tape, pursuant to agreement by Playboy. As I now recall that he assured me that 
all rei erences to my work that I had not published would be removed and all references 

WOUl<i Crsdited to «• I am sure I also wrjte letters in which I 
stated that without assurances on which I could depend I'd have no choice but to file in 
federal, court for an injunction, that I didn&t want to sue Playboy for damages but 
wanted ny work not used. My records will show for sure but I probably did agree to permit 

obteiTit! ** P 3d WOrk “ prQperly creditad “d Scorns the reader wns Sd how* to 

Once I received these assurances - I did by taped phone and I think in a letter - I 
had no basis for going to court. I'd have been thrown out with the production of evidence, 
o matter bow treacherous » that I Had been assured* 

_ Then the piece appeared with all assurances violated. With childish efforts to 
“ 33 H 18 what y ° a stole o Those I recall are an overuse of "some say* 

an attribution to day's lawyers" of what you knew was not their wazk but was mine, 
convened to you by me personally and in confidence, with the specific understana^Shat 
you would make no use of any kind . 

I have not discussed this with any lawyer but I feel confident that Playboy added 
fraudulent snsrepresentations to the earlier sins, 

1 know I was specific in infoimng them that I had a bock largely drafted in which 
that work was indispensable and for this reajjk in particular I did not want it used. It 
is true, a he chapters are dated by coi^sspondence on them. 

* + u ABOn f the fT°^; cts 7 °!f ^ have 'seriously impaired jbt not totally wrecked for me 
is the end result of greatly more than 5,000 hours o^work and probably closer to 10.000. 

2his also represents other and for me considerable cists. Then there is the resultant 

hamn to the work I was doing and had well under way plus the other projects I'm not specifying. 



In addition you and Playboy, by stealing and using this, have made it available 
to all that motley ores of soatfaagers who are also nuts and incompetents. 

So me this represents still an added damage. 

You should recall that based on a prior experience with Playboy I would have nothing 
to do with this until you assured me that those arrogant, self-important ones had been 
weeded out and that now all was different# 

If you do not recall that you described an entirely different series to me thatl 
what you did write, I have correspondence on that# 

Having been stuck for a great amount of work when Playboy had asked services of 
me in earlier years- without your assurances and these specifics, some of which 2 recall 
clearly enough, there is no chance I’d have had any association with this wretched 
thing you did for Money. I had come to trust and like you, as •“il did# I knew none of 
the then current Playboy people. I knew enough about those who preceeded them to want 
no further experiences with them. 

In short", without you none of this would have happened to me and what did happen 
is exceptionally hurtful ^many ways I anticipate having no difficulty at all establish- 
ing, should that need present itself. 

Prom Playboy’s silence I expect the need has already presented itself. 

The thievery part is more disgusting and of more evidentiary importance not only 
because of that of which you have personal knowledge with regard to Post Mortem but 
because of my earlier dealings with some of the ^arlier people there. 

Obviously with this medical condition I can t tell you what I will do. I can tell 
you that I have the necessary steps in the evenflt should became impossible for me to 
do it personally and I can tell you what my | plans are. 

Jim is abroad. I have turned this over to him following the Rubin deceptions and 
no responses thereafter. When he returns he has a extraordinarily heavy court schedule. 

We have arranged to get toigether and discuss this as soon as l\_e gets out from under. 
When that will be I can’t say but I’m confident it will be well before the end of the 
year, absent other court developments in the cases he is handling. He is going to seek 
coseounsel expeiienca^in this aspect of the law where we will file and he has already 
consulted experienced counsel where we will not file. Separately I did before turning 
this over to him. 

I spare you lectures on ethics and morals and friendship. 

What there will be in the future will have to await the future. What it can or will 
mean to you or Playboy to a large degree Piay®8Sn still influence. 

I have a sttong dislike for going to court.- It is the last thing 2 ever want to do. 
But once I do it - and 2 never begin without/a solid basis in proofs - I do it with 
vigor. I've sued the federal government nine timesand won see nine times, with the one 
initial defeats converting into the greatest victory, dim and I have just turned the 
federal appeals court around and won what even the Mfc $ader people describe as a "sweep- 
ing" victory, an important precedent - against the FBI. We’ve forced the early retirement 
of not fewer than four top agents. This is for openers. 

You may take it as boasting. I do not intend it that way. My purpose is to indicate 
to you what you and Playboy can expect of me if I face the need and what the record 
shows this has meant. Even when I was pro se . which I detest, I've won all cases, as I 
recall six of them,, against publishers, distributors of my books and the feds. The big- 
gest compromise out of court was for 2/3 of the claimed sum. In one case there wa 3 a 
significant out-of-court settlement after a lawyer had let the statute of limitations 
run. Jim has personal knowledge of this if you doubt me. While'^actuary, as I know, 
might invoke the odds I’m telling you the record. 

This and its potential are that to which you return. You know my intentions. If 
you have any reasonable questions ask them. If I have time I’ll take it. But no games. 

For them I’ll not take time. 

Sincerely, 

cc; Jim Lesar, Howard Hoffman 



